Transesophageal echocardiography-guided technique for extracorporeal membrane oxygenation dual-lumen catheter placement.
In acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) with severe hypoxemia or respiratory acidosis, veno-venous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (VV-ECMO) ensures oxygenation and decarboxylation. Commonly, simultaneous cannulation of jugular and femoral veins is used for VV-ECMO. A recently introduced dual-lumen cannula for VV-ECMO promises single vessel access through the right internal jugular vein and patient ambulation. However, correct direction of the reinfusion jet toward the tricuspid valve during ECMO treatment requires more demanding cannula placement control. We present a new ultrasound-guided technique for the placement of a dual-lumen VV-ECMO cannula in a patient with ARDS and extreme obesity.